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Self -Guided Neighborhood Tree Tour  
Created by Bhopesh Bassi 

Neighborhood:  Kelsey Creek Park 

and Farm  

Starting point:  Kelsey Creek Park 

and Farm parking lot at 410 130th 

Place SE 

Summary/Theme : Introduction to 

plant and animal ecosystem in and 

around Kelsey Creek Park and 

Farm.  

Kelsey Creek Farm Park in Bellevue 

is a largely overlooked gem.  While 

the park is tucked in the heart of 

neighborhoods, it feels like an 

isolated country woods 

experience . You may have the 

impression of having traveled back 

in time as you move from the 

modern parking lot to a more rural 

feel as you hike into the forest. 

Kelsey Creek is Seattle's largest 

watershed. It runs right down the middle of the park, providing habita t for spawning Salmon , Peamouth  and for an abundant 

population of migratory and resident birds.  All lifeform here depends on and contributes to each other and the park is a rich 

ecosystem.  Bring your  binoculars along if you also want to watch birds on this  tour.  
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This tree tour was developed by one of BellevueɅs Neighborhood Tree Ambassador volunteers. The goal of the Neighborhood 

Tree Ambassador program is to help build community support for trees in Bellevue.  

Trees are an important part of our community b ecause they provide significant health and environmental benefits. Trees:  

¶ Remove pollutants from the air and water  

¶ Reduce stress and improve focus  

¶ Lower air temperature  

¶ Pull greenhouse gases from the atmosphere  

¶ Reduce flooding and erosion caused by rain  

Bellevue has a goal to achieve a 40% tree canopy across the entire city. As of 2017, we are at 37%. Around two -thirds of 

BellevueɅs existing tree canopy is in residential areas. By preserving and planting trees in residential areas, BellevueɅs 

community memb ers can make a big difference in helping to reach the 40% tree canopy goal.  

For more information about trees in Bellevue or the Neighborhood Tree Ambassador program, please visit 

BellevueWA.gov/trees . 

If you have questions or would like to share feedback about this tour, please email trees@bellevuewa.gov.  

  

https://bellevuewa.gov/trees
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Stop 

# 

Landmark  Discussion  Photo  

1 Parking 

Lot 

entrance  ɀ 

Yellow 

Birch  

Welcome to the Tree Tour of Kelsey 

Creek Park. We will start by looking 

at trees near the park entrance and 

in the parking lot.  Right where you 

enter the Kelsey Creek Park, there 

is a Yellow Birch tree next to stop 

sign. As you enter the parking area, 

you will see Silver Maple tree near 

parking slots.  

 

Yellow Birch  is a long-lived 

(typically 150 years) deciduous tree 

native to north -eastern North 

America  and gets its name from 

the yellowish bronze color of the 

bark  which peels off in fine 

horizontal stripes . The leaves are 

small but have a beautiful pointy 

pattern all along the edge.  

 

The tree is used for lumber.  
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1 Parking 

Lot 

entrance - 

Silver 

Maple  

Silver Maple is a maple species 

native to eastern and central US, 

and southeastern Canada. It is a 

deciduous tree and grows along 

waterways and in wetlands leading 

to colloquial name of Water 

Maple.  

 

Silver Maple supports animal life 

directly in many ways. Its buds ar e 

primary source of food for 

squirrels during spring. Its seeds 

are a food source for squirrels, 

chipmunks, and birds. The bark can 

be eaten by beaver and deer. The 

trunk cavity provides shelter to 

squirrels, owls, raccoons, and 

woodpeckers. The leaves ser ve as a 

food source for butterflies and 

moth.  

 

The tree has been used by Native 

American tribes for various 

purposes. They used the sap of the 

tree to make sugar, as medicine 

and in bread. The Mohegan tribe 

uses the sap for cough medicine.  
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2 Picnic 

Shelter  

As you walk into the park , you will 

see a picnic shelter in front of you. 

This shelter can be rented from the 

city.  

 

There are many trees around the 

shelter which provide shade and 

cold air to people coming here for 

picnic, reunions, religious and 

ethnic gatherings  etc.  

 

Explore the trees around the picnic 

area and match the leaves, barks 

and cones with the photos 

provided. If branches are high, look 

for leaves and cones fallen under 

the tree.  
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2 Picnic 

shelter  ɀ 

Norway 

Spruce 

Here you will see: 

 

Norway Spruce  is an evergreen 

tree  native to Europe  but grows 

well in Paci fic Northwest . Its 

needles are bottle brush shaped ; 

cones are reddish orange  with 

smoothly rounded scales.  

 

It is widely used as Christmas tree. 

Every Christmas, the city of O slo 

gifts a Norway Spruce each to cities 

of London, Washington D.C. and 

Edinburg to be placed at most 

central locations of the cit ies. This 

is mainly a sign of gratitude by 

Norway for the help received by 

these countries during World War 

II. 
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